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fields would doubtless be rewarded by a longer list of interest¬ 
ing species. 
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The Observer’s Book of Insects of the British Isles by E. F. 

Linssen, F.R.E.S. Published by Frederick Warne, London. 

pp. 191, 150 colour illustrations and 96 line drawings by 

Gordon Riley with 30 photographs. ISBN 0 7232 1574x. 

£1.25. 

This latest publication in the Observer series, which 
maintains the expected high standard, was Linssen’s last work 
before he died. 

The earlier chapters, which deal with structure, behaviour, 
and classification, are concise and well informed and serve as 
a useful introduction to the general reader. There follows a 
key to Insect Orders and an illustrated account of some 
examples most likely to be noted in the field. The selection 
from such a vast number of species has been prompted by 
this aim. This means that many major families are unrepre¬ 
sented. In Lepidoptera, for example, theNoctuidae and almost 
all Micro families are ignored. The illustrations are clear and 
photographs well chosen. There is a final section on spiders, 
included because of their importance as insect predators. 

An excellent little book for its purpose, which should 
lead the beginner onto more specialised literature. — E.H.W. 


Bembecia scopigera Scopoli: ichneumoniformis D. & 
S. at Eastbourne. — I was pleased to take two specimens of 
the Six-belted Clearwing in excellent condition, by sweeping 
grassy slopes at Pinnacle Point, Eastbourne on the 31st July, 
1977. — John Parry, 38 Heather Drive, St. Michaels, Tenter- 
den, Kent. 

Agrius convolvuli L. Flying in Daytime. — On Sunday 
September 19th, 1976, two bird-watchers at Porthgwarra, near 
Land’s End watched A. convolvuli fly in, in front of a cold(?) 
front, and settle in a field at 2.30 p.m. — Austin Richardson, 
Orchard Cottage, Box, Stroud, Glos. 

Correction. — In my article “The Moths of Wimbledon: 
Further Records 1971-77” ( Ent. Rec . 90:231), the printers 
have omitted one line, line 3 under Noctuidae, and replaced it 
with a duplicated line 3 under Geometridae. The line which 
was omitted should read: 

only, 19.8.76. Lithophane leautieri hesperica Boursin, 1 only, 
— J. V. Dacie. 







